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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON 8409

State of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Kohl-Wlles and Parlette

Read first tinme 03/10/2005. Referred to Committee on Labor
Commer ce, Research & Devel opnent.

WHEREAS, The industrial insurance systemin this state has been in
exi stence since 1911; and

WHEREAS, In the ninety-four years since its creation, there has
rarely been agreenent by stakeholders on the cal cul ati on of benefits,
the prem um rate-nmaking process, the expenditures of funds from the
acci dent and nedical aid funds, and the general adm nistration of the
program by the state agency charged with its adm nistration; and

VWHEREAS, Over the years various groups have cone together in an

attenpt to inprove the system Wiile sone positive changes have
resulted fromthese efforts, both | abor and busi ness woul d agree that
there are still inprovenents to the systemthat need to be nmade;

NOW THEREFORE, BE |IT RESOLVED, By the Senate of the state of
Washi ngton, the House of Representatives concurring, That a joint
sel ect commttee on workers' conpensation be established; and

BE |IT FURTHER RESCLVED, That the commttee consist of eight
menbers, four nmenbers of the senate, two fromeach of the two | argest
caucuses, selected by the president of the senate; and four nenbers of
the house of representatives, two from each of the two |argest
caucuses, selected by the speaker of the house of representatives; and
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BE |IT FURTHER RESCLVED, That the commttee shall convene an
advi sory conmttee to assist it in its duties under this resolution
and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the advisory commttee be conposed of
ten nenbers. Four of the ten nenbers shall be current nenbers of the
Wor kers' Conpensation Advisory Commttee, chosen by the joint select
commttee, two representing enployers and two representing | abor; and

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That of the remaining six nmenbers of the
advisory conmttee, three shall represent enployers and three shall
represent l|labor. The six nmenbers shall be selected by the joint select
commttee nenbers from two lists containing fifteen nanes, one |ist
submtted by the Washington state |abor council and the second Ii st
provi ded by the association of Washi ngton busi ness; and

BE |IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the persons chosen for the |list
submtted by the Washington state |abor council nust not be in a
supervisory position and nust be currently working in a position for
whi ch wor kers' conpensation is provided; and

BE |IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the persons chosen for the |ist
subm tted by the association of Washi ngton busi ness shall currently be
enpl oyers; that 1is, persons who operate a business that enploys
wor kers; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the six nmenbers of the advisory
commttee selected from the lists provided by the association of
Washi ngton busi ness and the Washington state |abor council cannot be
current registered |obbyists wunder RCW 42.17.150 or have been
regi stered | obbyists within the past five years, or currently supervise
a registered | obbyi st or have supervised a registered | obbyist within
t he past five years; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the issues the conmttee wll| address
are Jlimted to the followng: Enpl oyability and vocationa
rehabilitation; final settlenent agreenents; independent nedica
exam nations; wage sinplification; alternative clains managenent; no
faul t/exclusive renmedy system definition of occupational disease and
statute of limtations for filing; and right of entry under the
Washi ngton industrial health and safety act; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the conmttee report its findings and
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1 recomendations to the |egislature by Decenber 31, 2005.

~-- END ---
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